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WHAT IS NEWROZ? 
 

The 21 March is ‘Newroz’, meaning 'New Day' it has been celebrated by more than 300 million people for 3000 

years. Newroz has been included on the UNESCO list of Cultural Heritage of Humanity since 30 September 

2009. According to the traditional myth the people gained their freedom from a despotic king on Newroz. Also 

known as the start of the spring festival, Newroz symbolizes freedom for the people. Newroz has become a stage 

for full public rebellion for the Kurds through their struggle for freedom and rights over the past 20 years. So far, 

hundreds of Kurds have lost their lives during Newroz celebrations due to the severity of the state’s response. In 

spite of this with each passing year, Newroz celebrations have gathered momentum in Kurdistan. Due to the 

ongoing state oppression since 1993, hundreds of European human rights delegations go to Turkey / Kurdistan to 

observe Newroz events trying to prevent the state`s intervention with their physical presence. 

 

KURDISH NEWROZ 2011 
 

The Newroz celebrations in 2011 saw Kurds celebrating all round the world – in the four parts of Kurdistan, 

Middle Eastern countries, Russia, the United States, Australia and many European countries. In total about 6 

million Kurds came together on Newroz – the national colours of yellow, red and green adorning both the Newroz 

participants and the surrounding environment. 

  

The policies of the AKP government, especially that of a new constitution need to be resolved; by putting off 

these issues until after the 12 June elections, the AKP is seen to be manipulating the demands of Kurdish people 

and as such was strongly criticised in the slogans, banners, songs and speeches at the Newroz celebrations. 

 

Some examples of the numbers celebrating Newroz in 2011 are as follows
1
:   

 

Diyarbakır 1 million 

Batman 100 thousand 

Van 400 thousand 

İstanbul 500 thousand 

İzmir 100 thousand 

Mersin  100 thousand 

Afrin 180 thousand 

Damascus 25 thousand 

Düsseldorf 50 thousand 

Qandil 20 thousand 

 

 

NEWROZ AND MILITARY OPERATIONS 
 

On the eve of Newroz, the Turkish state carried out military operations against Kurdish guerrillas who had been 

upholding a ceasefire since August 2010. Indeed since early March, there have been organised military operations 

in Sirnak, Dersim, Mus, Bingol, Hakkari, Diyarbakir and Batman leading to the deaths of seven guerrillas. In 

addition, since the beginning of March, under the pretext of the presence of PKK guerrillas in the Kurdistan 

region, the Turkish army increased attacks on civilian residential areas. Haftanin and Zap regions particularly 

faced very heavy artillery attacks. 

  

Exercising their right to self-defence, the guerrillas announced the deaths of 3 soldiers. In addition, in the town of 

Hasankeyf in Batman province, police action against Kurdish people on peaceful protests turned to violence and 

in the evening of March 23 guerrillas wounded two policemen by targeting a police vehicle.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Source: Firat News Agency-ANF and Roj-TV 



DEMOCRATIC SOLUTION TENTS 
 

Democratic Solution Tents in Diyarbakir Democratic Solution Tents in Batman, Democratic Solution Tents in Istanbul 
 

During Newroz 2011, even though 6 million Kurds throughout the region voiced their demands, the AKP did not 

speak out on a solution to the Kurdish Question. Kurdish politicians opened 'Democratic Solution Tents', calling 

for a solution to the problems and marking the launch of a mass civil disobedience campaign.  

  

Democratic Solution Tents were established on 18 March 2011 by the Peace Mothers initiative; in all the cities of 

the Kurdish territories and in Turkey the Kurdish people stood firm for 24 hours in the tents, calling for an end to 

the war and in order to demonstrate their will in a powerful and direct way. The tents are an intervention to put a 

democratic solution of the Kurdish question on the agenda as well as acting as platforms for debate and 

discussion. 

  

Democratic Solution Tents are supported by DTK, BDP, DER-DER TUHAD, TUHAD-FED, KURD DER, DYG, 

DÖKH, GOC-DER, the village communes, Neighbourhood Councils, City Council, mayors, municipal councils, 

and members of a large number of institutions and organisations.  

  

The action of the first tent was launched on March 18 in Amed (Diyarbakir). Tents have now been erected in 

different cities, but they share the same public demands. These demands are: 

 Mother tongue education should be guaranteed; 

 The 10 percent electoral threshold should be removed; 

 Freedom of the PKK leader Mr. Abdullah Ocalan and all political prisoners must be provided; 

 Military and political operations should end; and  

 A new democratic constitution should be prepared. 

 

After Diyarbakir, in Batman, Sirnak, Van, Mardin, Dersim, Bingöl, Hakkari and Agri, as well as in other Kurdish 

provinces in the western metropolis of Istanbul and Mersin, tents were established calling for a peaceful solution 

to the Kurdish problem. 

 

However, the AKP intervened, firstly against the marches held after the Newroz celebrations, then by trying to 

remove the tents. The Kurds did not react violently in response to any of these attacks.  

 

To emerge from the 30 year conflict, the Kurdish problem must be solved with dialogue, discussed as a 

democratic problem and solved by peaceful means. But contrary to the efforts of the Kurdish people, the AKP 

government has wasted 8 years through its political approach and pursuit of its own self-serving interests. By 

taking a clear stand against any further prolonging of the deadlock, the BDP and DTK echo the demands of the 

Democratic Solution Tents:  

 

An immediate halt to military and political operations; Use of mother tongue in education and constitutional 

guarantees on the right to use the native language in public; The removal of the 10 percent electoral threshold 

which prevents the Kurdish people's representation in parliament; and the release of political detainees.  

 

To achieve these demands, civil disobedience actions were started on March 24. 

 



"(…) Kurdish People‟s Democratic Solution Tents and the marches 

met with an intolerant response from the authorities while the AKP 

Government is misleading domestic and international opinion with 

its rhetoric of a “democratic opening”. The state‟s “security” 

forces have brazenly attacked parliamentarians and peace mothers 

with high intensity gas bombs, pepper gas and police batons against 

the people who were seeking to exercise their universal democratic 

civil right. Our elected representatives, party members and citizens 

have been taken into custody.  
 

The AKP Government Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan says 

once again “the required will be done” and threatens Kurdish 

people‟s representatives and all of the Kurds.  

 

We as the BDP, would like to share our deep concerns about the state‟s aggression in Turkey which gives 

rise to increasing violence that only deepens the political crises and social chaos. The solution is not to step 

up aggression on the people‟s political structures, representatives and citizens, but on the contrary the 

solution is to show true consideration to people‟s willpower. We would like to inform all citizens and 

international public opinion as a necessity of our responsibility. The AKP Government‟s concept of solving 

the Kurdish issue without the Kurds leads to war and a deadlock in Turkey. 

 

The Kurdish people who have resisted and struggled for 30 years against the denial, assimilation and 

liquidation politics will sustain themselves by using the right of civil democratic resistance which is their 

right under the international law in order to end the aggressive atmosphere and to strengthen a democratic 

and free country.  

 

In this context, the Kurdish People‟s demands were made to the public again. The indefinite sit-down strike 

will start on 24 March 2011 at 12:00 in the castle of resistance, peace and freedom, Diyarbakir, and will 

continue until we recieve a response.  

 

We are calling on international public opinion to support the Kurdish people‟s legitimate demands which 

are embodied in the slogan “Either Freedom or Freedom” and to be in solidarity with the Kurdish people 

against injustice and unlawful aggression.."
2
  

 

These applications of the AKP government against the Kurds have been protested against by a large number of 

Kurdish institutions through press conferences and statements. The KNK, which is made up of different 

organisations, institutions and personalities from for all parts of Kurdistan, was among these. The KNK 

commented on these developments, as follows: 

 

"(…) For nearly 30 years the Kurdish people have been engaged in a struggle against the policies of anti-

democratic and despotic governments. As a result of the struggle of the Kurdish people, many governments 

and their General Staffs have come to grief because of their chauvinistic and narrow mentality. 

Governments who have all the powers of the state at their disposal manipulate this against the 

consciousness of the people, but as is shown in many examples in the Arab world and other regional 

countries, they will not be successful. Unfortunately, by failing to consider these facts, the Government of 

Turkey under the AKP is facing the fate of these other governments. 

 

It is a deeply paradoxical situation that the AKP can demonstrate understanding and solidarity with the 

people of the region who rebelled against their despotic regimes, while on the other hand, the AKP 

responds with all the force of the state against the people of its own country, the Kurdish people, who are 

struggling for Democracy, Peace and Freedom. While the AKP tries to suppress the legitimate demands of 

the people in Kurdistan over many days, at the same time the AKP brings forward proposals to parliament 

                                                 
2 Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) Statement 23.03.2011 

BDP MPs on 24 March 2011 in Diyarbakir 



to permit military action against Libya. These schizophrenic policies of the AKP might be appreciated by 

allied forces, but they lose all legitimacy in the eyes of the people. 

 

The character of the struggle of the Kurdish people has been declared as „existence protection - providing 

their freedom'. They show at every opportunity that they choose to have democratic solutions. By providing 

the project developed to achieve a 'Democratic Turkey - Democratic Freedom autonomous Kurdistan´ 

within Turkey for the democratic rights of their own existence, the Kurdish people have shown a desire for 

a peaceful and free common life with other people. The Kurdish Freedom Movement in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Kurdish People's Leader, Mr. Abdullah Ocalan, have declared their eighth 

unilateral ceasefire. However, the AKP government has not responded to this ceasefire. On the contrary, 

the AKP has taken it as an opportunity to strengthen its power, and is working to let it meet the same fate 

as previous occasions. 

 

The way to secure permanent peace and lift the obstacles to democracy in the region lies in the democratic 

solution to the problem of the freedom of the Kurdish peoples, which are divided into four countries. We do 

not accept the policies of the U.S. and the EU that support the legitimate resistance of the Arab and Middle 

Eastern peoples, but on the other hand, they regard the more legitimate struggle of the Kurdish people as 

simply terrorist. We call on them to give up these unfair practices immediately; because by supporting the 

anti-democratic policies of the AKP, it becomes more difficult for a peaceful solution to the problem to be 

achieved."
3
  

 

 

 

KURDS IN EUROPE 
 

 

To give active support to the Kurds in the Turkish State, Kurds living in Europe initiated actions protesting the 

policies of denial and destruction by the Turkish State. There have been marches and information stands, tents 

demanding, ´Kurds want their status´, have opened in many cities of Europe and they aim to be the voice of the 

Kurdish people throughout the world. In this context, the Kurds in Brussels on 2 April and in Strasbourg on 13 

April, will organise mass marches and rallies. Also in Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Austria, France, 

Italy, Greece, Sweden and the UK, the Kurds will seek to establish tents. 

  

They will not only denounce the unfair policies against the Kurds carried out by Turkey but also raise awareness 

of the legitimate demands of the Kurdish people. In addition, they also intend to point to the negative approach of 

European countries to the Kurdish problem. 

  

One reason why the problem has not been solved through democratic means to date is undoubtedly the economic, 

political and military relations that exist between European countries and Turkey. The Kurds have been victims of 

these relations for much of history. 

 

Europe, probably the most progressive thinking region has turned a blind eye to Turkish policies against the 

Kurds, in violation of its own democratic principles. In countries such as Germany, France and Belgium, a large 

number of Kurdish institutions have been raided and banned and hundreds of Kurdish politicians arrested and 

their activities prohibited. Preeminent amongst the actions against the Kurds has been inclusion of the Kurdistan 

Workers' Party (PKK) on the EU list of Terrorist Organizations.  

  

With these types of policies, contrary to all expectations, the EU and EU countries instead of contributing to the 

solution of the Kurdish issue, support oppression and persecution against the Kurds and thus feed the deadlock. 
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Demands of the Kurdish people in Europe: 

 Put an end to all oppression against the Kurdish People and their Organisations 

 Immediate delisting of the PKK from EU terror list  

 Turkey‟s accession to the EU should depend on Turkey's democratisation and a democratic solution to the 

Kurdish problem 

 End the denial of the Kurdish nation, ongoing since 1923 and recognise the Kurdish people  

 Apply the rights which are granted to other nations to Kurds as well. 

 

 

TURKISH STATE INTERVENTION TO DEMOCRATIC SOLUTION TENTS AND EVENTS:  
 

In Diyarbakir, the first 'Democratic Solution tent' was established. The tent will remain open until the specified 

steps are taken towards finding a solution, 'We will resist and insist on peace and freedom. Liberty or freedom for 

a life of dignity' was the message. On March 24, state forces violently intervened against sit-ins in Diyarbakir and 

Batman. Bengi Yildiz, the Batman deputy from the BDP, was forcibly removed by police and dozens of people 

have been detained.  

Photos; DIHA, 24 March 2010, Diyarbakir 

 

In Batman, 20 thousand people launched a sit-in. As a result of BDP MPs Bengi Yıldız and Ayla Akat Ata's sit-in 

demanding the reconstruction of the tent, and following a meeting between STK representatives and the governor, 

the tent was allowed to be set up once again and about 90 people who had been detained were released. 

 
Photos; DIHA, 24 March 2010, Batman 

 

During a changeover at the Democratic Solution Tent in the Nusaybin town of Mardin, the police intervened with 

gas bombs. During this assault, five people were detained. The intervention met with protests by more than 30 

thousand people. As a consequence of the police attack on people who wanted to walk from the Tent to Baris 

Park, many people including the mayor of Nusaybin Gokkan were injured. Events began with police attacks 

which then spread throughout Nusaybin. The police were intensively using gas bombs, so many homes and 

workplaces were damaged.  

 



In Wan, a six-hour walk and a sit-in took 

place in the city centre with thousands of 

people involved.  

 

In Hakkari, a sit-in was held in the 

morning in front of the municipality. 

Hakkari Democracy Platform members, 

BDP Hakkari deputy Hamid Geylani, BDP 

General Treasurer Salih Yildiz, Member of 

BM Huseyin Dag, vice president of BDP 

Hakkari province Orhan Koparan, the 

mayors of Hakkari, Cukurca and Semdinli, 

provincial and municipal council members, 

members of Mothers Peace Initiative, all 

joined in. They declared, 'The AKP 

government should see these actions, and 

the AKP should make positive steps. We as 

Kurds will continue these kinds of actions 

until our demands are met`.  

 

In Bingöl, people wanted to walk to the 'Democratic Solution Tent' but they were not allowed so they started a sit-

in and then with the removal of the barricades they marched towards the ‘Democratic Solution Tent’.  

 

In Derik police intervened against the 'Democratic Solution Tent'. Thousands of people attended the press 

conference which was held to condemn the police interventions, arrests and detentions.  

 

Conflicts emerged in Viransehir and Cizre, as a result of police attacking people with gas bombs. A sit-in has 

not been allowed by police, so people carried the ‘Democratic Solution Tent’ to Idil Way and closed the way to 

traffic with their sit-in.  

 

In Istanbul civil disobedience action continues after the destruction of the tent in Gaziosmanpaşa, in Bagcilar 

Demirkapi Mahallesi 'Democratic Solution Tent' was established with the involvment of thousands of people.  

 

In Antalya, to protest against attacks on the public, mayors and lawmakers and to support acts of civil 

disobedience, a sit-in was held in front of the Kepez Town Building located in Gunes Mahallesi.  Approximately 

400 people participated in the action, Antalya Peace Council and ESP members gave support. 

 

In Adana, as part of civil disobedience actions, a walk was carried out by around a thousand participants. The sit-

in took place after a press conference. A vehicle of the AKP tried to enter among people during the sit-in, but the 

car withdrew after the audience resisted. After the announcement, 150 young people marched towards Dağlıoğlu 

police station. Police intervened against the young people with pressurised water canons and gas bombs. Young 

people responded with stones and Molotov cocktails against the police intervention.  

 

In Izmir, a 'Democratic Solution Tent' was established. The police confiscated the tent, but BDP members re-

established a second tent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos; DIHA, 24 March 2010, Diyarbakir 



THE COMMON DEMANDS OF THE KURDISH PEOPLE 
 

 

 

 

 

URGENT DEMANDS  

 
1. Education in the mother tongue and the provision of constitutional guarantees for the use of the mother 

tongue in public sphere. 

2. Release all political prisoners. 

3. Remove the 10% electoral threshold which hinders the representation of Kurdish People in the Assembly. 

4. Stop military and political operations immediately. 

 

 

 

 BASIC DEMANDS 
 

1. The preparation of a democratic constitution which also recognises Kurdish identity. 

2. The development of the local management system which limits the powers of central government in 

Turkey. 

3. The recognition of the democratic political will of the Kurdish people and the granting of the right to self-

governance. 

4. The removal of all bans against Kurdish culture; providing full right to free association, free expression 

and press freedom. 

5. The withdrawal of the special operations units such as police force and special teams etc, who have been 

deployed in Kurdistan; the abolition of the village guards system giving the opportunity to Kurds to 

provide their own internal self-defence. 

6. The release of all political detainees and convicted prisoners including Kurdish People's Leader Abdullah 

Ocalan. 

7. Providing constitutional guarantees for the freedom of all ethnic communities and their beliefs. 

8. The establishment of a Justice and Truth Research Commission to shed light on the dirty events and the 

murders that took place during the thirty years of war.   

9. Taking all the necessary measures for the villagers to return back to their villages, which have been 

burned and destroyed, with compensations for their losses. 

10. Putting an end to discriminatory policies to overcome the economic imbalances, poverty and 

unemployment; giving priority to Kurdistan for investment. 
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